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Feeding Students with Text Messages

The Global Food Initiative (GFI) was launched in 2014 to 
address one of  the critical issues of  our time: how to 
sustainably and nutritiously feed a world population 
expected to reach 8 billion people by 2025. 
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What is food security?
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Food security means access by all 
people at all times to enough food for 
an active, healthy life.
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 High Food Security
 Marginal Food Security
 Low Food Security
 Very Low Food Security



Feeding Students with Text Messages

2015 Food Security Survey

 66,000 students randomly selected for the survey
 ~9,000 responded – 14% response rate

What percentage were characterized as having:
Low food security?
Very low food security?
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I have an idea!
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Environmental Health and Safety
EH&S

Risk Management
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Expectations for Food Providers

 Fresh, untouched food
 30 minute window
 Never guarantee food is free of allergens unless they are 

absolutely sure
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Who loves it?

✓ Students 
✓ Caterers 
✓ Staff        
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Costs

 Five toll free numbers - $7.50 / month
 Each SMS - $.00562

- Parnassus - $8.00 / message [1600 text]
- Mission Bay - $4.50 / message [900 text]
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Thanks!


